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Preface

The present book is Norooznameh by Omar |bn Khayyam
Neishaburi, the renowned Persian poet and philosopher.
Norooznameh is the most well-known work by Khayyam,
created in 495 along with several notes by its author for

future compilations.

The book looks into the origin of the Iranian New Year,
Norooz, the greatest Iranian festivity - and its rituals,
describing, with its author's comprehensive knowledge of the
intellectual, social and political aspects of his society, certain
cultural, artistic and social backgrounds associated with this

famous Iranian celebration.

Norooznameh possesses the general features of a plain
prose. Nevertheless, the text at times distances itself from
this characteristic plainness, necessitating description. The
oOccasional complexity arises from the fact that the lexicon
deemed to be simple and straight-forward at the time the
book was written are now considered as being complex in
meaning. The existence of such words has indeed made their
explanation inevitable in this book for the sake of simplicity
of the use by Persian-speaking Iranians inside and outside the

country.
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